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(1) When referring to the etymology of words throughout this book,
Online Etymology Dictionary was my reference point; see www.etymology
.com.

(2) “More Patients Will Die of Pancreatic Cancer Than Breast Cancer,”
Pancreatic Cancer Action Network, January 7, 2016, https://www.pancan
.org/about-us/news-press-center/2016-press-releases/press-release-
january-7-2016-cancer-statistics-2016-report/.

(3) “Cancer Facts and Figures 2016,” American Cancer Society,
http:/ /www.cancer.org/acs/groups/content/@research/documents/docu
ment/acspc-047079.pdf.

(4) Note that statistics in the text are most often for the United
States. Breast, lung, colon, and prostate are the most common cancers in
the United States, in the United Kingdom, and worldwide. While cancer-
related statistics are often roughly the same in the United Kingdom as in
the United States, incidence and mortality rates vary, medical systems and
treatment protocols vary from country to country, and similar statistics
are not necessarily determined in the same ways. Pancreatic cancer in

the United Kingdom has an overall 5 percent, five-year survival rate,
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for instance, which is a few percentage points lower than in the United
States, but there exists “no UKwide statistics for pancreatic cancer sur-
vival by stage,” as there does in the United States. “Survival Statistics for
Pancreatic Cancer,” Cancer Research UK, https://www.ons.gov.uk/people
populationandcommunity/birthsdeathsandmarriages/deaths/bulletins/
deathsregistrationsummarytables/2015.

(5) Lola Rahib, Benjamin D. Smith, Rhonda Aizenberg, Allison B. Ro-
senzweig, Julie M. Fleshman, and Lynn M. Matrisian, “Predicting Cancer
Incidence and Deaths to 2030,” Cancer Research 74:11 (June 2014), http://
cancerres.aacrjournals.org/content/74/11/2913.

(6) “Breast Cancer Facts & Figures 2013-2014,” American Cancer Soci-
ety, http://www.cancer.org/acs/groups/content/@research/documents/
document/acspc-042725.pdf.

(7) “SEER Stats Fact Sheets: Breast Cancer,” National Cancer Institute,
http://seer.cancer.gov/statfacts/html/breast.html.

(8) “SEER Stats Fact Sheets: Pancreas Cancer,” National Cancer Insti-
tute, http://seer.cancer.gov/statfacts/html/pancreas.html.

(9) “Breast Cancer Facts & Figures 2013-2014,” American Cancer So-
ciety.

(10) “Common Cancer Types,” American Cancer Society, http://www
.cancer.gov/types/common-cancers.

(11) Siddhartha Mukherjee, The Emperor of All Maladies: A Biography
of Cancer (New York: Scribner, 2010), 154.

(12) ““UK Astronaut’ Piers Sellers on Living with Cancer,” BBC Online,
January 21, 2016, http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-35374271.

(13) Randy Pausch, “Really Achieving Your Childhood Dreams,” Car-
negie Mellon, YouTube, September 18, 2007, https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=ji5_MqicxSo.

(14) Mukherjee, The Emperor of All Maladies, 154.
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(15) Lynn Sherr, Sally Ride: America’s First Woman in Space (New York:
Simon & Schuster, 2014), 307-308.

(16) I wrote about the year I read Tolstoy’s novella in college and about
the connections between that book and my life in “Sweet Dreams Are Made
of This,” Dogwood: A Journal of Poetry and Prose 15 (2016): 15-32.

(17) Thomas J. Papadimos and Stanislaw P. A. Stawicki, “The Death of
Ivan Ilyich: A Blueprint for Intervention at the End of Life,” International
Journal of Critical Illness and Injury Science 1:2, 125-28, http:/ /www.ncbi
nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3249844 /.

(18) Patient autonomy and cultural differences are covered in numer-
ous articles, including the following: N. Tchen et al., “Quality of Life and
Understanding Disease Status Among Patients of Different Ethnic Origins,”
British Journal of Cancer 89:4 (2003), 641—47, http://www.ncbinlm.nih
.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2376912/; Mary S. McCabe et al., “When the Fam-
ily Requests Withholding Information: Who Owns the Truth?” Journal of
Oncology Practice 6:2 (2010), 94—96, http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/
articles/PMC2835490/.

(19) Ali Montezari, Azadeh Tavoli, Mohammed Ali, Mohagheghi, Rasool
Rashan, and Zahra Tavoli, “Disclosure of Cancer Diagnosis and Quality of
Life in Cancer Patients: Should It be the Same Everywhere?” BMC Cancer 9,
39, http://www.ncbinlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2639611/.

(20) Shekhawat Laxmi and Joad Anjum Khan, “Does the Cancer Patient
Want to Know? Results from a Study in an Indian Tertiary Cancer Care
Center,” South Asian Journal of Cancer 2:2 (2013), 57—61, http:/ /www.ncbi
.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3876664/.

(21) Atul Gawande, Being Mortal: Medicine and What Matters in the End
(New York: Metropolitan Books, 2014), 2-3.

(22) “My Big Brother,” Scrubs, Season 2, Episode 6, Touchstone Tele-

vision, ABC.
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(23) Eve Ensler, In the Body of the World (New York: Metropolitan Books,
2013), 116-17.

(24) Christopher Hitchens, Mortality (New York: Twelve, 2012), 7.

(25) “SEER Stats Fact Sheets: Liver and Intrahepatic Bile Duct Can-
cer,” National Cancer Institute, http://seer.cancer.gov/statfacts/html/liv
ibd.html.

(26) Iwrote about my father’s cancer, its possible relationship to radi-
ation exposure, and the Cold War in “Strange Attraction: John Wayne and
Me,” The Southern Review (Spring, 2011), 313-28.

(27) “The 1973 Fire, National Personnel Records Fire,” National
Archives, http://www.archives.gov/st-louis/military-personnel/fire-19
73.html.

(28) “Radiation Compensation Exposure Act,” US Department of Jus-
tice, https://www.justice.gov/civil/common/reca.

(29) Michael F. Sorrentino, Jiwon Kim, Andrew E. Foderaro, and Alex-
ander G. Truesdell, “5-Fluorouracil Induced Cardiotoxicity: A Review of the
Literature,” Via Medica 19:5, 453—58, https://journals.viamedica.pl/car
diology_journal/article/viewFile/22956/18191.

(30) “SEER Stats Fact Sheets: Liver and Intrahepatic Bile Duct Cancer,”
National Cancer Institute.

(31) “Hyperplasia (ductal or lobular),” American Cancer Society,
http://www.cancer.org/healthy/findcancerearly/womenshealth /non-can
cerousbreastconditions/noncancerous-breast-conditions-hyperplasia.

(32) “Genetics of Breast and Gynecologic Cancers (PDQ)-Health Pro-
fessional Version,” National Cancer Institute, http://www.cancer.gov/ty
pes/breast/hp/breast-ovarian-genetics-pdqg#link/_95.

(33) George Johnson, The Cancer Chronicles: Unlocking Medicine’s
Deepest Mystery (New York: Knopf, 2013), 28.
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(34) “Body Measurements,” National Center for Health Statistics, Na-
tional Center for Disease Control and Prevention, http://www.cdc.gov/

nchs/fastats/body-measurements.htm.
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(1) William Shakespeare, Romeo and Juliet, 1.2.47—48, http://shakespe
are.mit.edu/romeo_juliet/full.html.

(2) “Lifetime Risk of Developing or Dying From Cancer,” Ameri-
can Cancer Society, http://www.cancer.org/cancer/cancerbasics/lifetime-
probability-of-developing-or-dying-from-cancer.

(3) S. Lochlann Jain, Malignant: How Cancer Becomes Us (Berkeley: Uni-
versity of California Press, 2013), 4.

(4) George Orwell, “How the Poor Die,” The Orwell Prize website, Now 6
(1946), http://www.theorwellprize.co.uk/theorwell-prize/orwell /essays-
and-other-works/how-the-poor-die/.

(5) Jain, Malignant, 2.

(6) “Vietnam Surgery Removes Tumor Twice Man’s Weight,” CNN, Jan-
uary 8, 2012, http://www.cnn.com/2012/01/06/health/vietnam-tumor.

(7) Vellanki Venkata Sujatha and Sunkavalli Chinna Babu, “Giant ovar-
ian serous cystadenoma in a postmenopausal woman: a case report,” Cas-
es Journal 2, July 23, 2009, http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/
PMC2740039/.

(8) “Diagnosis and Treatment,” The Desmoid Tumor Research Foun-
dation, http://dtrf.org/diagnosis-and-treatment/.

(9) “Malignant (adj.),” Online Etymology Dictionary, http://www.ety
monline.com/index.php?term=malignant.

(10) Susan Gubar, Memoir of a Debulked Woman (New York: W. W.
Norton, 2012), 13.
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